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WORCESTERS MOST POPULOUS INVASIVES OUR RECCOMENDATIONS FOR WORCESTER’S INVASIVE SPECIES MEDIATION

R Y el B F N WV u " s

WHAT ARE INVASIVE SPECIES?

Non-native organisms (i.e. bacteria, plants and animals)
that, when introduced to new environments, reproduce

e Create a species-specific
mitigation plan

0 Apply for Invasive Species '. Create educational
| management grants programs

Many struggles with invasive species By educating the general population on the Knowing which removal method is best for
aggreggive[y and out com pete native Specieg for vital removal stems from a lack of funding. A y issue of invasive species we can help the specific type of invasive will help in the
ino th " 0s 10 di £f sufficient grant source will allow for DPW people understand the issue of invasives, long run to help keep the invasive species
resources, causing those native species to die orr. L staff to be hired specifically for invasive _ how they can help, and what they should away. We know what invasives Worcester
2 SR i ' / removal. It will also help fund disposal 3 do. By educating young students, we can struggles with the most, so we can then plan
S A S R S s | tactics. support an up and coming society where which mediation methods would be best -
' FG1. JAPANESE KNOTWEED o : : . : .4
'.}, all people know how to handle invasives suited for that species
IN WORCESTER %

Invasive species have massively impacted the City of
Worcester. Species such as Japanese Knotweed,
Mugwort, and Oriental Bittersweet have taken over
Worcester’s roadsides, river beds, and neighborhoods.
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" FG3. ORIENTAL BITTERSWEET

FG4. INVASIVE OVERGROWTH

METHODS FOR PREVENTION, MANAGEMENT, AND DISPOSAL

MECHANICAL

Mechanical control involves the
physical removal of a plant. This
includes pulling, digging, cutting, or
sawing. By doing a continuous
mechanical removal of a plant,
photosynthesis is halted causing the

lant to die. : : o '
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Figure 2. Mugwort in Coal Mine Brook Park, Sean Keady
Figure 3. Oriental Bittersweet in Coal Mine Brook Park, Sean Keady
Disposal of invasive species is difficult because the species are an issue because they can spread extremely quickly, To suffocate small seedlings and herbaceous plants,
if waste is not handled correctly, the species may spread even more. Below are some methods of disposal that cover the area with 2-3 layers of UV-stabilized plastic

e S Ay L G We would like to acknowledge the incredible help we recieved from our
ensure the invasives will not regrow . ' . ' .
sheeting, secured with stakes or weights, extending five
feet beyond the edge. Leave for at least two years, then

BIOLOGICAL

Biological control methods use insect
predators and plant diseases from an
invasive species' native habitat in order to
combat their population growth and
effects.

Figure 6. Removal of tree, Invasive Plant Control o S . . 5 .
Figure 7. Amphithere Beere, Nature Spot. sponsor Katie Liming and Eric Flint from the Worcester Conservation

Figure 8. Suffocation of poison ivy, HouseDigest

Figure 9. Spraying, Santa Lucia Conservatory Committee, Lakes and Ponds Department, for all of their help and

Figure 10. Male Bobolink, Mass.gov .
Figure 11. Nature education class, Worcester Public Schools g Ul d ence.
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